tamed in Prague, but it is not certain that the Czech Legation will be
maintained in Berlin.

One cannot say' that any negotiations have taken place between
the Czech and German Ministers. The Fiihrer made it known from
the beginning that his decision had been taken, and that anyone who
opposed it would be crushed."

The Czech Ministers have been informed that the gold reserves
of the Czech Bank must be put at the disposal of the Reich. The
same applies to the whole of the gold and foreign currency owned by
individual Czech citizens.

COULONDRE.

No. 68

M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, March 15, 1939.

FOLLOWING Your Excellency's instructions I have this morning
asked for an audience from Herr von Ribbentrop.

As the latter is, according to the reply I received, away from
Berlin, I will see Herr von Weizsacker at midday (German time). I
have progressively kept you informed of the course of events since
yesterday, namely the entry of the German troops into Morawska-
Ostrawa, the conference between the Chancellor and President Hacha,
followed by the signing of the agreement, the text of which has been
communicated to you, the Fiihrer's proclamation and finally the Reich
Army's rapid occupation of Bohemian and Moravian territories. All
this has taken place within a few hours and events have thus outrun
the limits which your instructions had set to the conversation I am
due presently to have.

Owing to this speedy development of events I propose, during
my interview with Herr von Weizsacker, to reserve in the most formal
manner both full liberty of appreciation and the attitude which the
French Government may adopt at a later period in regard to the
situation with which they are confronted.

COULONDRE.

No. 69

COUNT VON WELCZECK, German Ambassador in Paris,
to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Paris, March 15, 1939.
YOUR Excellency,

On behalf of my Government I have the honour to inform Your
Excellency as follows:

On the evening of March 14 the President of the Czech State,
Dr. Hacha, was received, according to his wish, by the Fiihrer and